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The manifestation of internal conflict within African American males has become
a topic of great interest in recent years. Psychologists have spent countless hours and
research developing models that examined chronic cognitive and aggressive behaviors in
African American males. For nearly two decades verbal abuse has been cited as one of
the most prevalent forms of aggressive behaviors in African American males (Herzberger
& Hall, 1993). This thesis looks to examine the post relationships effects of African
American males who were verbally abused by their African American fathers.
Moreover, this thesis will analyze the impact of the Social Ecological Theory and
the residual emotional impact contributing to verbal abuse in African American males.
This thesis will contribute to existing insight into three social structures in which verbal
abuse behaviors in African American males have been deemed problematic; academic,
intimate relationships and the home.
Finally, this thesis examines several conceptualizations of Afrocentric perspectives
from noticeable psychologists and educators in regards to the effect of verbal abuse on
African American males, particularly in their quest to thrive inside and outside of the
African American community. This thesis will present data findings from a study of 200




Statement of the Problem
Verbal abuse is just as common as physical abuse, and in many cases more
destructive, which in this study is identified as the independent variable (E1-Sheikh &
Cheskes, 1995). Statistics show that many African American males are subjected to
verbal abuse as early as four years of age, and as a result, display long-term problematic
social behavior, defined as the dependent variable in this study (Finkelhor, 1994).
Therapists suggest the reasons for verbal abuse for many African American males vary
because of cultural practices, race, poverty, lack of education, anger, poor parenting skills
etc. In addition, African American fathers are often characterized by some psychologists
as perpetrators in the act of verbal abuse on African American males. Therapists suggest
some of the reasons for verbal abuse by African American fathers are unwillingness to
seek outside counseling, anger, hostility, violence, emotional instability, poor
communications, generational victimization, enslavement, and cultural practices, which is
identified in this study as the second independent variable (Black etc al., 1999).
The latest data released by the Federal Bureau of Investigations out of
Washington, DC, reveals that one out of every nine African American males is
incarcerated in this country. Of these men, more than 85 percent are shown to have
maladjusted psychosocial behavior, which psychologists suggest is a result of
generational cycles of abuse and violence. This data is severely disproportionate
considering that African Americans comprise only 12 % of the general population
(Hannah, 2008).
In addition, Why Black Men Snap (Egeston, 2008), suggests that marital discord,
violence, inappropriate sexual acts, and financial problems are at the core of more than
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95% ofAfrican American men’s stress. The article further associates the criminal and
suicide ideations patterns of dysfunctional behavior in African American men such as
D.C Sniper, John Allen Muhammad, Brian Nichols, Domue Hathaway, Kirk Wright and
Jason Blair.
Moreover, African American psychologists believe that most forms of verbal abuse
ofAfrican American males begin early in childhood. Many psychologists believe that
African American parents, who adhere to the authoritarian concept of discipline or “don’t
spare the rod” unknowingly, subject males to verbal abuse by belittling, teasing,
dominating and threatening (Rossman & Rea, 2005). Forensic psychologists
acknowledge that verbal abuse is generally followed by bouts of physical abuse, which
often leads to low self-esteem, covert anger, overt anger, inability to form intimate
relationships, passiveness, hostility and or aggression in African American males
(Spillane-Grieco, 2000).
A very reasonable concern by many psychologists, social workers and educators is
how this verbal abuse affects African American male behavior in intimate relationships,
school and the home. Psychologists believe that the rise in reported cases of verbal abuse
is directly related to an increase in African American males being incarcerated, felony
and violent crimes, broken homes, homelessness, failing school performances, and
increasing health risks (Supporting Our Sons, mc, 2001-2003). Recent studies released by
the Surgeon General’s report, indicate that the African American community has been in
a crisis state for more than two decades with no end in sight (Hannah, 2008).
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Purpose of the Study
The purpose of this study is to examine post relationship effects of African
American males who were verbally abused by their fathers. Exploring these expected
behavior effects will provide insight into the attitudes, perceptions, and beliefs that have
been defined as problematic with African American males. This study will serve to
understand the breakdown in communication with African American males in the home,
school and intimate relationships. Additionally, the study will address verbal abuse,
which has resulted in African American males being ostracized as “difficult” when it
comes to establishing and maintaining intimate positive long term relationships with
individuals, family, groups, and community inside and outside of their community.
The study explores the attitudinal differences between African American
heterosexual males and African American homosexual males who have been verbally
abused by their father. The study further examines whether this abuse contributed to
African American male’s aggressiveness, hostility, and violence in academics, intimate
relationships or the home.
Research Questions
This study aims at answering the following research questions:
1. Is verbal abuse the root cause ofAfrican American males’ aggression, hostility, and
violent behaviors in society?
2. Is verbal abuse by African American fathers on their African American Sons




Based on the above research questions, the following null hypotheses were generated:
1. African American males who are subjected to verbal abuse by their African
American fathers are more likely to develop aggression, hostility and violent
behavior than African American males who are not subjected to verbal abuse by
their African American fathers.
2. African American males who are verbally abused by their African American
fathers are more emotionally conditioned to thrive outside of the African American
community than African American males who are not verbally abused by their
African American fathers.
Significance of the Study
African American males have been at the epicenter of recent criticisms regarding
verbal abuse within and outside of their own community. For example, in 2004, advocate
Bill Cosby stunned an audience with remarks regarding the detrimental effects of
emotional instability in African American males due to their self-hate, verbal abuse, and
tendency towards violence (William, 2006). African American community leaders were
outraged and called for a public apology for the remarks.
Additionally, former vice president Al Gore’s wife, Tipper Gore, campaigned
vigorously against the use of verbal abuse lyrics against African Americans during the
Clinton Administration (CNN.com, 2008). Mrs. Gore’s attack fueled the proclamation
that verbal abuse had reached a new height and censorship through legislation was much
This examining study will highlight the need to strengthen the support for
advocates in dealing with the post effects of verbal abuse in African American males.
This study will provide a critical examination of the macro, historical factors, such as
racial discrimination and affects of slavery, which has led to the perception that verbal
abuse is needed as a cultural conditioning for African American males to survive.
6
CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE
Historically, the subject of verbal abuse cannot be fairly examined unless we briefly
discuss the literature and impact of slavery on African Americans. In researching verbal
abuse, it was discovered that the role of slavery had a devastating impact on the
emotional and psychological well-being of African Americans, particularly men (Tipguep
& Sanders-Phillips, 2003). So as such, it’s only natural that psychologists point to this
period in history that has had a lingering affect on African American men. Writings by
African American psychologist’ Akbar reveal that this undeniable and unfortunate period
contributed to African American males being born to parents with severe distraught
communication and emotional processes, which has transcended into years of paralyzed
fears, anger, low self-esteem, and verbal abuse in African American males (Akbar &
Nobles, 1983).
Moving forward, contemporary psychologists and social workers agree that this
generation of African American males will be the first in history, since the dark days of
slavery, not to outlive their fathers because of stress related factors like verbal abuse
(lalongo, 2001). Verbal abuse and other stress related factors, including the Social-
Ecological Theory, which will be defmed in the theoretical framework of this research,
are two primary reasons why this prognosis is expected. For example, in the 2008 article
written in Barbershop Digest, “Why Black Men Snap” (2008), the author states, “all that
snapping is not really anger. Its bruhs not being able to manage the real things that are
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going on in their lives and head” (Egeston, 2008). Literature and research suggests that
this type of internalized, poisonous anger is recognized in three of four African American
men, between the ages of 18 and 30, who live in urban settings (Banks et al., 1996).
In July, 2008, a television documentary on Blacks In America, was produced and
aired on cable television Cable News Network, CNN (CNN.com, 2008). Part of the
documentary focused on African American males’ relationships and was scrutinized
harshly by some in the African American community as unfair. The documentary
reported that African American males routinely face internal communication conflict and
emotional challenges when it comes to forming intimate relationships, meeting
educational goals and excelling in the professional arena, especially outside of the
African American community. Outspoken proponents of the Afrocentric concepts believe
that given the information presented in this documentary, the future ofAfrican American
men resides in their ability to overcome this bias stigmatized behavior and confront their
own negative views regarding counseling and the medical community (Banks, et al.,
1996).
Other community psychologists have opposing views about the affects of verbal
abuse in the African American community. As illustration, many African American
communities and homes practices what’s known as “upping.” “Upping” is described by
members of the African American community as verbally attacking or threatening
another individual (El-Sheikh & Cheskes, 1995). Reports have surfaced that this type of
verbal abuse psychologically impact male self-esteem and in many cases has been
identified as an agent in contributing to homosexual behavior (Crawford, et al., 2002),
abnormal linguistic speech, and stuttering in males.
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Historical Perspective
From a historical perspective, the effects of verbal abuse go back to Erik Erikson
and Sigmund Freud. However more recent studies have focus more on the ecological
affects of relationship, community and society. Development psychologists Erik Erikson
and psychoanalysis Sigmund Freud cited the importance of establishing and nurturing
children with trust, autonomy, initiative, industry and intimacy during this defined
latency stage. Erikson in his studies identified this critical period of latency development
as “Industry vs. Inferiority” (Child Development Institute, 2008). Erikson named
“Industry vs. Inferiority” a critical stage because of the social development children
experience, particularly in the home, peer relationships and schools. Supporters of
Erikson are quick to point out that this stage is often more critical for African American
males than other populations due to the exposure of external factors such as community
violence, poverty, and negative media influences (Tipguep & Sanders Phillips, 2003).
Recent research has focused very heavily on the home environment of African
Americans. Despite the crisis in African American communities such as crime and
poverty, fathers continue to be very influential in the lives ofAfrican American
adolescent males. Unfortunately, the percentage ofAfrican American adolescent males
living with their fathers has steadily declined over the last several decades due to the
manifestation of stressors resulting from ecological institutions; unemployment, racism,
incarceration, HIV/AIDS, substance abuse, and legal issues (Black et al, 1999). While
many psychologists believe that macro and ecological effects are at the origin of the
African American male’s internal emotional conflict, the unhealthy state of their
emotional being is solely their responsibility to repair. Studies reveal that emotional
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disturbance, verbal abuse, and violent behavior in African American males are often due
to dominant and controlling fathers (Rossman & Rea, 2005).
Additionally, environmental exposure has also been cited as a critical element that
fosters verbal abuse in African American males (Osofsky, 1999). The impact of violence
and reports of verbal abuse in African American homes have not been routinely reported
by public agencies. The latest 2008 information from the Children Information Gateway
national statistics, report that 80 percent ofmales are verbally abused in the home by a
parent, by the age of seven (Childwelfare.gov 2008). In particular, within the African
American home, verbal abuse is often masqueraded as “tough love” and administered by
an authoritarian parenting style. Only within the last decade have the courts and
Department and Family Services (DFACS), began to crack down on violators and
remove males from harm’s way.
For the last two decades verbal abuse in the classroom, particular urban schools
have been the topic of many African American scholars. The effects of verbal abuse on
African American males have been identified as one of the most negative force affecting
their performance in school. African American males who are verbally abused by their
fathers are reportedly more likely to challenge the authority of the teacher and
administrator, perform poorly on standardized assessments, especially those which
involved in-depth cognitive and language competence (Child Development, Black, 2008).
Others problematic behaviors identified by school officials include disruptiveness,
inattention, emotional problems, “acting out”, revenge seeking, and truancy (The Future
of Children, Winter 1999). Also noticeable was the increasing number of posttraumatic
stress disorders (PTSD) and schizophrenic within African American males in grades four
through twelve.
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Teachers also have been singled out by African American scholars as verbally
abusing African American males in the classroom. Published reports indicate that some
teachers complicate the issue of African American males’ verbal abuse in school by
embarrassing, disrespecting or shaming African American males as a mean of discipline
in the classroom (Brendgen, et al., 2007). It’s been reported that teachers routinely attack
African American male’s academic performance instead of focusing on African
American male’s behavior, which observers suggest weaken African American males’
general self worth. This process, coupled with African American males being abused in
the home, generally results in increased aggression in African American males or
internalizes victimization, which leaves the male with no outward outlet to redirect his
anger or dissatisfaction (Spillane-Grieco, 2000). Sadly, many African American males
feel helpless, and as a result, buffer their emotions with drugs, gang activities or suicide.
African American psychologists disclose that African American males with a
history of addiction and verbal abuse tend to have very negative relationships with their
teachers (Brendgen, et al., 2008). In addition, these African American males are more
likely to be singled out unfairly, reprimanded, ignored, ridicule, disrespected and reported
as mentally impaired or emotionally challenge by the teachers. Reports identified in the
Journal ofEducational Psychology, 2008 quoted African American males and other
racial groups of college students, as saying, “the most negative experiences in their
lives”, involved incidences of verbal abuse by a teacher (e.g., public humiliation in front
of the class (Brendgen, et al., 2007). In this article, this act of verbal abuse was
mentioned more often than any other type of traumatic experience in the student lives.
Verbal abuse by African American males in intimate relationships increased
nearly 60 percent over the last 10 years according to Black and Missing, 2008. The
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internet publication reported that African American girls are at medium to high risks
level for verbal abuse when involved in intimate relationships with African American
males. Below is data obtained from the publication regarding relationship and intimacy
(Blackandmissing.com 2008)
• More than one in four teenage girls in a relationship report enduring repeated
verbal abuse.
• One-third or more of teens who have been in a relationship with African
American males reported having been verbally abused when not responding as
to their where about.
• One in four teens who have been in a serious relationship say their boyfriend or
girlfriend had verbally abused them for spending time with friends or family.
• One in three teens (30%) say they were verbally abused by African American
males for not returning text messages inquiring where they are and what they1re
doing.
Considering these historical statistics, psychologists continue to strongly advocate
for earlier intervention and anger management classes for African American males. In
addition, some parents have made the decision in many cases to shadow date and
forbid their girls to have any type of intimate relationships with African American
males (Black and Missing, 2008).
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Verbal Abuse as First Study Variable
The literature review suggests that verbal abuse, the study’s’ first variable is a
form of abusive behavior involving the use of language. While often used in the form
ofprofanity in the African American community, it can occur with or without
expletives. Verbal abuse is witnessed most often in the form of oral, but can be
expressed in text, rap music, poetry, or emails.
Moreover, verbal abuse in this study has been identified as a pattern of behavior
that can seriously interfere with African American males’ images, self-worth, and over
time, emotional well-being. At its core, verbal abuse is often a mechanism for control,
by the perpetrator, usually masquerading as low self-esteem. Verbal abuse is generally
witnessed in individuals in position of authority, such as parents, teachers, managers,
and head ofhousehold.
linportantly, verbal abuse can occur to one of any race, gender or sex, but for
the purpose of this study, African American males. Verbal abuse typically escalates
over time, and generally leads to physical violence. Verbal abuse is on average the
most common type of abuse, but taken the less serious, resulting in a normalcy in the
African American culture. African American psychologists in the literature review
suggests that verbal abuse starts at a young age in males and often lead to inferiority
complexes and machismos attitudes that lingers into adulthood.
Afrocentric Perspective
For centuries, African Americans scholars have asserted the idea that culture plays
a huge part in the social phenomenon named, verbal abuse. Recent statistics report that
verbal abuse occurs in more than 50 percents of all African American urban homes,
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(Child Abuse and Neglect Fatalities: Statistics and Interventions 2008). Many have
taken the position that any valuable solution in eliminating the crisis of verbal abuse on
African Americans males must be derived through the perspective of understanding and
then applying the Afrocentric perspective. However, psychologists and educators have
found this to be more of a challenge than first thought, due to the uncertainty and
consensus in understanding the term of Afrocentrism. So in order to make an attempt to
simplif~y this dilemma for this study, the term Afrocentric will be defined as “a model that
makes possible an understanding of individualism, and appreciation for the social,
institutional, cultural and intellectual patterns ofAfrican people” (Answer.com, 2008).
Moreover, contemporary African Americans scholars suggest that reversing the
social crisis of verbal abuse will be a tall order. Scholars insist that radical changes are
necessary for the improvement, stability and survival of the African American male. Not
surprisingly, many African Americans divorced and abused women are receptive to
counseling for African American males. A great many African American women have
reportedly advocated this counseling approach to break the generational cycles of
emotional neglect and verbal abuse on African American males (Lawson & Thompson,
1995). However, proponents of this change suggest that any shift in traditional methods
of communication style, such as “upping” can be expected to be met with emotional
outrage from within the African American community.
In 1980, a professor at Temple University in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Molefi
Kete Asante published Afrocentricity: The Theory ofSocial Change (Asante, 1987). This
was one of the first major main stream publications addressing the theory of
Afrocentricity. Asante, claimed that he had discovered why it was that African
Americans as a people were so disoriented, confused and abusive towards each other. He
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told Newsweek magazine that “Afrocentricity evolves from the notion that in order to
have a stable society, chaos that exists within the culture must be viewed through the
perspective of understanding historical human behavior, with total respect for difference
remaining intact” (Answer.com, 2008). Furthermore, Asante believed that the time had
arrived for the African American males to put an end to the generations of self abuse,
seek psychotherapy, and reunite to the traditional fundamentalist idealism ofAfrican
practices, family structures, and spirituality.
Na’im Akbar, a psychologists, educator and author, articulated in his perspective
that Afrocentrism describes the emergency of the Afrocentric perspective as a proposal
for order, structure, discipline and empowerment from within the African American
individual (Akbar & Nobles, 1983). Akbar believed that the nature of verbal abuse
existed because of a lack of an unwilling political process, ineffective organization, poor
communications from community leaders, and damaging individual parental prowess. He
identified several factors that must be challenged within the African American culture, if
this social ill is to be replaced with calm. Akbar believed that education, establishing of
moral reasoning, spiritually beliefs, and engaging in the earlier times of the Afrocentric
holistic practices within the community is critical. Importantly, Akbar suggests that the
pattern of verbal abuse has been a product of self destruction patterns of African
American males. Akbar believes that verbal abuse represents the larger ills of society in
America culture, which ultimately dominoes and results in impending doom for African
American males.
Moreover, Asa G. Hilliard III, an educational psychologist and a leading proponent
of Afrocentric studies in public schools argues that self-esteem, which is driven by the
ego, must be protected in African American males with vigilance, if any hopes of a
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continental change take form (Bernstein, 2007). Hilliard is credited with pushing the
concept of Afrocentric perspective as the foundation for African American students in
public and secondary education. Hillard suggest that the problem of verbal abuse should
not be addressed separately, unless the thought of the influence of holistic behavior is
acknowledged. Hillard recognized the importance of dissemination of the affect of
historical matters and oppression, which he believed indirectly inhibited internal
spontaneity, and produced extreme rage and anger in African American males. Hillard
declared war on the self limitations placed on the future of African American men similar
to the ancient Mayet, Ma’at, or goddess of Egyptian religion, which set moral laws.
Hillard in his research also took aimed at the “the processes” of how and why
males were so verbally hostile. Hillard believed that the emotions of African American
men have been so badly damaged that normal processing of even the most trivial event,
shakes their basic foundation and transforms into a threat (Bernstein, 2007). His belief is
that the concept of dreaming for African American males has been replaced with ‘pain
and fatality,” instead of “comfort and destiny.” Furthermore, Hillard argued that verbal
abuse has become the last weapon for survival for many African American males because
the idea of whom they are, or that which they represent, or more importantly from which
they come is surreal.
In contrast, African American educator and psychologist, Michael Eric Dyson,
suggested in 2006, that the views of some Afrocentric supporters are off base in their
attempts to “downplay” the affects of verbal abuse on African American males (Collins,
1993). Dyson believes that verbal abuse is the human system’s indicator signaling a cry
for help. As example, Dyson has long rejected the criticisms against the rap music lyrics
because it violated the freedom of free speech and expression. Dyson has made it known
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that the lyrics displayed in the music represent grammatical creativity, verbal wizardry,
and linguistic innovation in refining the art of oral communication. Unlike other African
American Afrocentric psychologists, Dyson believes that verbal abuse in rap music does
not negatively impact African American male’s socialization in the long term, but allows
for an outlet to express the pain of an unfair, discriminatory system of injustice. In
addition, Dyson states “that the verbal abuse rap artist employ appeals to the rhetorical
practices eloquently honed in the African-American religious experiences, tradition,
history and the cultural potency of black singing/musical traditions to produce an
engaging hybrid.” (Collins, 1993).
Afrocentric psychologists, advocates and social workers have long disagreed on a
consensus about an exact definition for the term Afrocentric perspective. Unfortunately,
this has made it very difficult for proponents to avoid the doubts ofAfrocentrism as
nothing more than a religion or political gimmick, which makes the value of its infusion
into main stream more difficult. However, like the compelling arguments of the
psychologists in this research, and given the reported endangered nature of African
American males, the Afrocentric perspective may be the last hope in an effort to reverse
the maladjusted behavior in African American males. Finally, to the credit of the
Afrocentric psychologists such as Asante, Akbar, Hilliard and Dyson the debate over
verbal abuse on African American males is continuing to be discussed and defined.
However, supporters warn that a consensus regarding Afrocentrism is needed soon, if the
perspective is to be included in a growing global multicultural system.
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African American Male Behavior as Second Study Variable
Behavior among African American males has always been a subject of discussion
dating back to the arrival of slaves from Africa. For the purpose of this study, behavior is
identified as the second variable and characterized as the manner in which African
American males conduct themselves and respond to the environment.
According to the study’s literature, behavioral among African American males has
always been situational context. All of the featured psychologists in this study suggest
that African American males’ responses are perpetuated by the objectivity of the external
situations, namely concepts defined within the Social Ecological Theory.
Furthermore, African American psychologists in this study suggest strongly that
there appear to be within the African American male cognitive and psychological
psyche, perceptive expectations, subjective assessment, emotional reactions, and
behavioral patterns created by past experiences such as slavery and discrimination, that
forms the reactions witnessed in the homes, academic settings and intimate relationships.
Finally, the behavior traits of African American males which almost certainly,
according to the literature, create psychological schema become an engrained component
of the personality which is extremely difficult to deconstruct. Thus the repeated behavior
ofAfrican American males is “automatically” and most often ignited “unconsciously” by




The social theory selected that best illustrates the problems and effects of verbal
abuse in African American males is called the Social Ecological Theory. CDC utilizes
this model to better understand violence and prevention strategies in their effort against
poverty in third world countries. This theory takes in consideration four factors;
individual, relationship, community and societal (CDC, 2007). More importantly, it takes
into consideration those social factors like conflict of moral reasoning, emotional distress,
and peer violence that most impact African American males (Astor, 1994).
Secondly, the theory provides for a preventive strategy, which may apply over the
lifespan ofAfrican Americans. It’s expected that this theory may be useful in explaining
and defining certain individual and environmental characteristics of verbal abuse in play
during the victimization of Affican American males.
Finally, this Social Ecological Theory identified below (Figure 1) depicts the
social sectors that contribute to African Americanfathers ecological stress that
contributes to verbal abuse on African American males (Baumrind, 1994).
Figure 1: A view of the African American male cycle of verbal abuse and the
relationships that exists between males and social systems which results in generational
patterns of disrupted repeated behavior in African American males
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Individual
The first level takes in consideration factors such as biological and personal history.
It takes in account the degree to which a male victim is likely to be abused or likely to be
a perpetrator. Many of these factors include age, education, income, and or history of
abuse.
Relationship
The second level takes in factors that increase the risk of verbal abuse among peers,
intimate partners, and family members. A male’s closest social circle-peers, partners, and
family members- influence their behavior in this stage.
Community
The third level examines the settings, such as schools, workplaces and
neighborhoods, in which social relationships occur. Importantly, this stage seeks to
identify characteristics that are associated with victimization and or abused.
Societal
The fourth level examines the broad societal factors that help create the climate in




Included in Chapter III are the methods and procedures that were used in
conducting the outcome evaluation. The following are described in this chapter: research
design, description of the sites, sample population, instrument and measures, treatment of
data, and limitation of study.
Research Design
Descriptive and Exploratory research was used in this study. The study was a non-
probability study designed to describe and explain the post effects of verbal abuse on
African American males by their African American fathers.
The descriptive and exploratory research design allowed for the use of a
descriptive analysis of the demographic profile of the survey respondents. The research
design allowed for the explanation of the post effects of verbal abuse on African
American males by their African American fathers.
Description of the Sites
The survey study to gauge mainly male’s homosexual opinions on verbal abuse
was conducted in Atlanta, Georgia during the annual National Black Gay Pride. The
21
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The locations were public and randomly chosen sites throughout the city of Atlanta, Ga.
The public locations were outside of the property of the W Hotel and Starbucks Coffee
located in the midtown district in Atlanta, Georgia. The subsequent survey to gauge
mainly male heterosexual opinions was conducted on Marietta Street, outside of the
campus of Georgia State University in downtown Atlanta, Georgia.
Sample and Population
The target population for this research study was homosexual and heterosexual
African American males between the age of 15 and 64. The Institutional Review Board
(IRB) at Clark Atlanta University granted permission for collecting data at these public
locations (Appendix C). The following two groups were targeted for this study: 100
homosexual African American males and 100 heterosexual African American males.
The sample was purposely selected with a stipulation that the participants were of
African American descent. There were no incentives given to the participants for
participation in the survey.
Instrumentation and Measures
The study used as its assessment a questionnaire form consisting of twenty closed
ended questions. The questionnaire was constructed by the researcher to increase the
reliability and validity of the findings. The questionnaire was named Survey
Questionnaire — Post Relationship Affects of Verbal Abuse on African American males by
their African Americanfathers. The questionnaire consisted of two sections. The first
section was named “Section I,” and it specifically solicited information regarding
demographic about the participant. In general section two examined the attitudes and
experiences related to verbal abuse in the home (AUBUSED), academics (TEACHER)
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and in intimate relationships (iNTIMATE). A Likert Scale (1~ Strongly Disagree, 2 =
Disagree, 3 Agree, 4 = Strongly Agree) was used to generate frequency distributions in
order to analyze participants attitudes toward the Post Effects of Verbal Abuse on African
American males by their African American fathers.
In specifics the second section looks to capture African American male’s attitudes
on how verbal abuse impacts their culture (RESPECT), community (OUTSIDE),
sexuality (HOMOSEXUALITY), therapy (ASSISTME) and emotions (HOSTILE). More
importantly, section two inquires as to whether African American males connect
positively or negatively with their father due to verbal abuse (HATEMY). The survey was
designed to be analyzed by Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) for statistical
evaluations.
Treatment of Data
The researcher utilized the Statistical Package for the Social Science (SPSS) to
analyze the data in this survey. The researcher applied descriptive statistics, which
included cross tabulation and frequent distribution. All test statistics for this study were
examined using chi squared.
The researcher developed a demographic profile by gauging the responses of
participants’ racial identity, age, level of education, sexual identity, and current living
status. The researcher utilized a frequent distribution to analyze the data. The researcher
used cross-tabulation to analyze the relationship between the two variables of the study.
Frequent distributions were utilized to examine the correlations between the two
study groups, heterosexual and homosexual African American men. This examination
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between the two populations of sexual identities was also useful in exploring insight into
the affects, causation and manifestation of verbal abuse.
Cross-tabulations were used to reveal the statistical relationship between
homosexual and heterosexual African American men. Cross-tabulations were utilized to
demonstrate possible relationships in attitudes in sexual identity (IDENTITY), academics
(TEACHER), abuse in the home (ABUSED), and intimacy relationship (BECAUSE) etc.
Chi Square was used to determine whether there was a significant relationship at the 0.05
level of probability among the co variables sighted in the study.
Limitations of the Study
There were several noticeable limitations of this study. The first limitation of the
study was the absent representation and influences of the mother and or family members
in the home besides the father, who may have contributed to verbal abuse on African
American males. The second limitation does not take in consideration that the non-
probability random sample was conducted at locations in middle to upper social
economic environments. The third limitation was the intentional design of the survey to
not include categories of “other’, such as in the cases were males of multiple races were
identified as African American. The fourth limitation was that the age demographic of the
36> older group consisted of age’s ranges from 36 to 64, and not similar in representation




The researcher will present in this chapter the findings of the outcome evaluation.
The surveys were randomly distributed to heterosexual and homosexual African
American males in three locations in Atlanta, Georgia. The locations, outside of Starbuck
Coffee located at 867 Peachtree Street NE, the W Atlanta Hotel of Colony Square, and
the campus of Georgia State University. The purpose of this survey to examine the post
effects of verbal abuse on African American males by their African American fathers.
Demographic Data
The participants in the study were the bases of the demographic synopsis. The
demographic synopsis profile included the following: race, age group, education level,
sexual identity, and current resident status.
The study population consisted of 200 surveys, the two groups of heterosexual (100)
and homosexual (100) African American males. The age groups were 15-19 (26), 20-25
(60), 26-30 (27), 3 1-35 (17), and 36— older (64). The ethnicity of the participants was
restricted to African American men who identified themselves as having African having
African American biological parents. All surveys were tabulated based on race and
gender, respectively African American and male.
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Participants specified their highest level of education, High School (39), College (121),
Master (36), or PhD (4). Finally, the researcher explored the current living status of the
participants, living with parents (51) or living alone (149).
Moreover, of the 200 African American men participants in the survey, the majority
72% indicated that had not experienced verbal abuse as a child by their father. The
following tables are a report of the findings from the study. The finding represents the
frequency distribution of the demographic variables used for the researcher’s study.
Table 1
Demographic summaries of study participants (N = 200)
Identity Cumulative
LFrequency Percent J~Valid Percent Percent
Valid African American 200 100.0 100.0 100.0
~ Q2Whatisyourage15-1 9yr 20-25yr~ 26-3oyrs 31 -35yrs 16-older Total
Heterosexual 19 42 15 7 1! 100
9.5% 21.0°i 7.5% 3.5% 8.5% 50.0%
7 18 12 10 53 100
Homosexual 3.5% 9.0% 6.0% 5.0% 26.5~ 50.0%
Total Count 26 60 27 17 70 200
Total 13.0~ 30.0°i 13.5~ 8.5% 35.0°/~ 100.0°,
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Table 1 Continued
1Q3 What is your~veIofeducaUon~
t High College Masters PhD
School Grad Degree fl~amc~ Total
Education Heterosexual 25 62 13 100
12.5°! 31.00/ 6.5% 50.0%
Homosexual 14 59 23 4 100
7.0% 29.5°! 11.5°! 2.0%~ 50.0%
Total 39 121 36 4 200










Frequency Percent Valid Percent Percent
• Living with parents 43 21.5 21.5 21.5
Living alone 156 78.0 78.0 99.5
Miscellaneous 1 .5 .5 100.0















The demographics in Table 1 indicate that the entire participants in the study were
identified as an African American male. Over 60% of the participants were aged in
populations groups of 20-25 years old, and 36-older. Over three-fourth of the participants
were attending college/university or had received a bachelor or higher level of education.
The survey determined that over three-fourth of the participants were “living alone”,
outside of the parent/s home.
Table 2
I experienced verbal abuse as a child by my father (N=200)
Q6 I experienced
verbal abuse as a child
by my father
Disagree Agree Total
Which best describe Heterosexual Count - 74 26 100
your sexual identity % of Total 37.0% 13.0% 50.0%
Homosexual Count 70 30 100
% of Total 35.0% 15.0% 50.0%
Total Count 144 56 200
% of Total 72.O%J 28.0% 100.0%
Table 2 is a cross-tabulation frequency distribution of homosexual and heterosexual
200 African American (AA) males who reported being verbally abused as a child by their
father. The summary indicated that only slightly more than a fourth of the participants
reported having experienced verbal abuse as a child by their father. Both groups of AA
males reported similar low teen percentage of incidents of verbal abuse.
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Table 3
My father told me that verbally attacking a friend was acceptable (N=200)
My father told me
that verbally attacking
a friend was acceptable
______________ Disagree Agree Total
Which best describe Heterosexual Count 85 15 100
your sexual identity % of Total 42.5% 7.5% 50.0%
Homosexual Count 80 20 100
% of Total 40.0% 10.0% 50.0%
Total Count 165 35 200
%of Total 82.5% 17.5% 100.0%
Table 3 is a cross-tabulation frequency distribution of homosexual and
heterosexual 200 African American (AA) males who reported that their father told them
that verbally attacking a peer was acceptable behavior. The summary indicated that a sum
of the two populations ‘agree” 17.5% that their father had articulated to them that
attacking a peer was acceptable behavior. However, more than 80% of AA males




My father told me that verbally abusing another male is a part of the African American
culture (N=200)
My father told me
that verbally abusing




Which best describe Heterosexual Count 91 9 — 100
your sexual identity % of Total 45.5% 4.5% 50.0%
Homosexual Count 90 10 100
% of Total 45.0% 5.0% 50.0%
Total Count 181 19 200
~_~%of~90~% 9.5% 1000%
Table 4 is a cross-tabulation frequency distribution of homosexual and
heterosexual 200 African American (AA) males who reported that their father articulated
to them that verbally abusing another male is part of African American culture. The
summary indicates that a unanimously sum of the two populations ‘disagree”, 90.0%, that




I feel verbal abuse is necessary to feel respected inside of the AA community (N=200)
Which best describe your
I sexual identity L
Heterosexual Homosexual Total
I feel verbal abuse Disagree Count 89 38 127
is necessary for me in % of Total 44.5% 19.0% 63.5%
order to feel respected -_____ -____________
in ~ community Agree Count 11 62 73
% of Total 5.5% 31.0% 36.5%
Total Count 100 100 200
% of Total 50.0% 50.0% 100.0%
Table 5 is a cross-tabulation frequency distribution of homosexual and
heterosexual 200 African American (AA) males who reported feeling that verbal abuse is
necessary in order to feel respected in AA community. The summary indicated that half
of the participants felt it necessary to employ verbal abuse to be respected within their
own community. Both groups reported similar 50% fmdings in this category.
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Table 6
I feel verbal abuse is necessary in order to feel respected outside of the AA community
(N= 200)
I feel verbal abuse




____ _________ Disagree Agree Total
Which best describe Heterosexual Count 88 12 100
your sexual identity % of Total 44.0% 6.0% 50.0%
Homosexual Count 93 7 100
_______________ ________ % of Total 46.5% 3.5% 50.0%
Total Count 181 19 200
_~_~~I~LL_90.5% 9.5% 100~%
Chi-Square Tests
AsympS~. Exact Sig ~ac~g
Value df (2-sided) (2-sided) (1-sided)
Pearson Chi-Square 1.454 b .228
Continuity Correction a .931 1 .335
Likelihood Ratio 1.470 1 .225
Fishers Exact Test .335 .167
Linear-by-Linear 1.447 1 .229
Association
~~
a. Computed only for a 2x2 table
b. 0 cells (.0%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum expected count is
9.50.
Table 6 is a cross-tabulation frequency distribution of homosexual and heterosexual
200 African American (AA) males who reported feeling that verbal abuse is necessary in
order to feel respected outside of the AA community. The statistics indicates that a sum
of the two populations 90.5%, ‘disagree that verbal abuse is necessary in order to feel
respected outside of the AA community.
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Table 6 Continued.
Research Question 2: Is verbal abuse by African American fathers on
African American males necessary in order to feel respected
outside of the African American community?
Hypothesis 2: African American males who are verbally abused by their African
American fathers are more emotionally conditioned to function
outside of the African American community than African American
males who are not verbally abused by their African American
father.
Table 7
I feel counseling from a therapist to assist me with verbal abuse is acceptable (N 200)
I feel counseling
from a therapist assist
me with verbal abuse
is acceptable
______ Disagree Agree Total
Which best describe Heterosexual Count 57 43 100
your sexual identity % of Total 28.5% 21.5% 50.0%
Homosexual Count 45 55 100
% of Total 22.5% 27.5% 50.0%
__—~0---
%of Total 51.0% 49.0% 100.0%
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Table 7 Continued.
Table 7 is a cross-tabulation frequency distribution of homosexual and
heterosexual 200 African American (AA) males who reported feeling that counseling
from a therapist to assist AA men with verbal abuse is acceptable. The summary
indicated that a sum of the two populations ‘agree” at 49.0% that counseling from a
therapist to assist AA men with verbal abuse is acceptable.
Table 8
I verbally abuse others because my father verbally abused me (N=200)





Which best describe~ Heterosexual Count 89 11 100
your sexual identity % of Total 44.5% 5.5% 50.0%
Homosexual Count 92 8 100
% of Total 46.0% 4.0% 50.0%
Total Count 181 19 200
%O~l.~J~5% 1000%
Table 8 is a cross-tabulation frequency distribution of homosexual and heterosexual
200 African American (AA) males who reported that they verbally abused others because
their father verbally abused them. A total of 90.5% disagreed that they verbally abused
others because their father verbally abused them.
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Table 9




due to verbal abuse
_____ ______ Disagree Agree Total
Which best describe Heterosexual Count 79 21 100
your sexual identity % of Total 39.5% 10.5% 50.0%
Homosexual Count 69 31 100
______ _________ % of Total 34.5% 15.5% 50.0%
Total Count 148 52 200
___ 7 0 26 0 10
Table 9 is a cross-tabulation frequency distribution of homosexual and
heterosexual 200 African American (AA) males who reported that they currently or in the
past severed a romantic intimate relationship due to verbal abuse. The summary indicated
that slightly more than a quarter of the participants ‘agree” (26.0%) that they currently or
in the past severed a romantic intimate relationship due to verbal abuse.
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Table 10
I currently-past was verbally abused by a teacher, instructor, or administrator (N= 200)
I currently-past
was verbally abused by
a teacher instructor or
Administrator
Disagree Agree Total
Which best describe Heterosexual Count 81 19 100
your sexual identity % of Total 40.5% 9.5% 50.0%
Homosexual Count 67 33 100
______________ _____ % of Total 33.5% 16.5% 50.0%
Total Count 148 52 200
74 0 2 0 10
Table 10 is a cross-tabulation frequency distribution of homosexual and
heterosexual 200 African American (AA) males who reported that they currently or in the
past were verbally abused by a teacher, instructor or administrator. The summary
indicated that a sum of the two populations ‘agree” (26.0%) that they currently or in the
past were verbally abused by a teacher, instructor or administrator.
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Table 11
I feel verbal abuse has caused me to be hostile, aggressive, and or violent (N=200)
I feel verbal abuse
has caused me to be
hostile aggressive or
violent
_____ Disagree Agree Total
Which best describe Heterosexual Count 85 15 100
your sexual identity % of Total 42.5% 7.5% 50.0%
Homosexual Count 80 20 100
_________ _____ % of Total 40.0% 10.0% 50.0%
Total Count 165 35 200
% of Total 82.5% 17.5% 100.0%
Chi-Square Tests
Asymp. Sig. Exact Sig. Exact Sig.
Value df (2-sided) (2-sided) (1-sided)
Pearson C hi-Square .866 b 1 .352
Continuity Correction a 1 .457
Likelihood Ratio .868 1 .351
Fishers Exact Test .457 .229
Linear-by-Linear 861 1 353
Association
N of Valid Cases 200
a. Computed only for a 2x2 table
b. 0 cells (.0%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum expected count is
17.50.
Table 11 is a cross-tabulation frequency distribution of homosexual and
heterosexual 200 African American (AA) males who reported that they feel verbal abuse
has caused them to be hostile, aggressive or violent. The summary indicated that a sum of
the two populations ‘agree” 17.5% that they feel verbal abuse has caused them to be
hostile, aggressive or violent.
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Table 11 Continued.
Research Question 1: Is verbal abuse the root cause of African American males
aggression, hostility and violent behavior in society?
Hypothesis 1: African American males who are subjected to verbal abuse by
their African American fathers are more likely to develop
aggression, hostility and violent behavior than African American
males who are not subjected to verbal abuse by their African
American fathers.
Table 12
I feel verbal abuse has caused me to hate my father (N= 200)
I feel verbal abuse
has caused me to hate
my father
Disagree Agree Total
Which best describe Heterosexual Count 88 12 100
your sexual identity % of Total 44.0% 6.0% 50.0%
Homosexual Count 85 15 100
% of Total 42.5% 7.5% 50.0%
Total Count 173 27 2Ô0
%OfT~j~65% i3~% 100.0%
Table 12 is a cross-tabulation frequency distribution of homosexual and
heterosexual 200 African American (AA) males who reported that they feel verbal abuse
has caused them to hate their fathers. The summary indicated that a sum of the two




This study was designed to examine the post effects in the home, academic
settings, and intimate relationships ofAfrican American males who were verbally abused
by their African American fathers. The study also analyzed the attitudes and perceptions
of two populations, heterosexuals and homosexuals males in regards to verbal abuse. The
conclusions and recommendations of the research findings are presented in this chapter.
Research Question 1: Is verbal abuse the root cause of African American males’
aggression, hostility and violent behavior in society?
In order to determine if there was a relationship between verbal abuse and
aggression, hostility, and violent behavior, a cross-tabulation was conducted. The cross
was conducted between heterosexual and homosexual African Americans males who
currently, or in the past admitted that verbal abuse had caused them to be aggressive,
hostile, and or violent.
The analysis indicated two strong characteristics regarding the African American
males who suffered verbal abuse by their African American fathers. The first conclusion
was that verbal abuse among heterosexual males did not indicate a statistically significant
relationship between verbal abuse among African American males and fathers. The
analysis provided by chi-square statistics resulted in a measureable (.352) at the .05 level
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of probability between the two variables. However the same analysis yield significant
findings among homosexual males resulting in one in four of participants revealing that
verbal abuse had led to hostility, aggression, and violence in their own behavior.
Research Question 2: Is verbal abuse by African American fathers on
their African American Sons necessary in order for the son to be
respected outside of the African American community?
In order to determine the second conclusion, a cross-tabulation was conducted on
the relationship between verbal abuse on AA males by their fathers and the necessity to
feel respected outside of the community. A cross-tabulation was established between
sexual identity and a questionnaire question, “I feel verbal abuse is necessary in order to
feel respected outside of the AA community.”
The analysis (chi-square) was positively skewed with less than ten percent agreeing
that verbal abuse was a necessity outside of the AA community to be respected. The
analysis provided by chi-square statistics yielded a measurable (.3 52) at the .05 level of
probability between the two variables, sexual identity and “I feel verbal abuse is
necessary to feel respected outside of the African American community.” Thus the null
hypothesis was rejected at (.352) at the .05 level indicating that there was not a
statistically significant relationship between AA males being subjected to verbal abuse by
their fathers and the need to feel verbal abuse is necessary in order to feel respected
outside of the AA community.
Importantly, this conclusion leaves many questions regarding verbal abuse on
African American males unanswered, especially considering the same research reported
moderately significant when the same question was presented to African American males
regarding verbal abuse among each other, within the African American community.
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As a result of the findings of this study, the researcher is recommending the
following:
1. Verbal abuse for African American males resulted in lifelong emotional damage,
which should be monitored by parents, care takers and teachers.
2. An understanding that verbal abuse is a destructive behavior, non-provoked,
untimely, and personal, which leaves the victim stunned, perplexed,
overwhelmed, overmatched and vulnerable, which for most African American
males results in a fragile emotional state.
3. Verbal abuse usually goes undiagnosed in African American males until later in
human/social development and generally requires therapeutic intervention and
counseling.
4. Awareness by the perpetrator of verbal abuse is not recognized because African
American heterosexual males unconsciously mimicked the cultural behavior
without understanding its devastating effects or existence.
5. Culture ideology and practices of verbal abuse is contingent on not whether verbal
abuse occurs, but how it is cognitively processed, perceived and received from the
individual and community as an acceptable form of behavior.
6. African American fathers and parents are encouraged to move away from the
traditional approach of domination and control when disciplining AA males.
7. As a practice, social workers and parents should identif~r and respect the cultural
aspect of communication when observing and studying African American males,
regardless of sexuality, and not be too quick to misidentify or characterize certain
verbal communication as problematic.
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8. Parents and social workers should be aware of heightened emotional behavior
dynamics ofAfrican American homosexual males in regards to verbal abuse and
the threat it presents to their well being.
Summary
The results from this study indicates that there is insufficient quantitative affects to
conclude that there is a statistical linkage between verbal abuse on African American
males and subsequence affects in their behavior in academic, intimate relationships and
the homes. However, the study reveals significant affects in intimate relationships and the
home among African American homosexual males. Heterosexuals’ males were more
likely to experience verbal abuse in academic settings, which may contribute to high
levels of anxiety.
Implication for Social Work Practice
The results of this study presented an insight into the post effect behaviors of
verbal abuse on African American males by their African American fathers. Findings
from this study can be influential in constructing strategies, intervention and models for
African American males who experience verbal abuse in the home, academic or intimate
relationships.
Family and clinical therapists should be encouraged to review this study because it
provide great knowledge of the barriers that exist in intimate relationships and the “red
flags” that usually accompany the disturbed psyche ofAfrican American males who have
experienced verbal abuse.
School social workers and academicians have been made aware that through this
study verbal abuse by teachers and administrators can be quite destructive to the African
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American male and a source of high anxiety. This study suggest that the policy of
classroom behavior is in need of constant review, and when appropriate, eliminated to
maintain and meet the level of respect that African American males expect and deserve in
the classroom.
The utilization of this study can provide social workers with a contemporary model
for advising parents of homosexual males a model for better communication. The study
can be useful in indentifying possible negative emotional barriers that exists between




Appendix A: Survey Questionnaire
Post Effects of Verbal Abuse on African American males by their African American
Fathers- Survey Questionnaire
This survey is part of a study conducted by a graduate researcher in conjunction with the
Whitney M. Young School of Social Work at Clark Atlanta University. This survey is a
requirement to fulfill the Master Degree Program of Social Work and has been granted
permission through the Independent Review Board. This survey is strictly voluntary,
anonymous and does not provide for monetary compensation. The participant may
decline without penalty, pressure or external factors to participate before or during the
questionnaire.
Please check box if you understand the above statement and accept participation in the
study. I I
Circle your answer for the following five questions.
Section I: Demographic Information
1. What is your identity? African American Other
2. What is your age? 15- 19 20-25 26—30 3 1-35 36— older
3. What is your level of education? High School College Master PH.D
4. Which best describe your sexual identity? Heterosexual Homosexual Other
5. What is your current resident status? Living with parents Living alone other
Section II: Instrument
The following is the definition of verbal abuse used for this study. Verbal abuse is
being verbally attacked or threatening another individual by name-calling, put-downs,
blaming or criticizing to the point of humiliation, disrespect, anger, domination, and or
embarrassment.
Please respond to all questions.
1= Strongly Disagree 2= Disagree 3=Agree 4Strongly Agree
6. I experienced verbal abuse as a child, adolescent or adult by my father.
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Appendix A: Survey Questionnaire continued
_____ 7. My father told me that verbally attacking or threatens a friend by name-
calling, put-downs, blaming or criticizing to the point of humiliation,
disrespect, anger, domination, and or embarrassment was acceptable.
8. y father told me that verbal y abusing another male is a part of the
African American culture.
9 I feel verbal abus is nec ss r for me i order to f l resp cted in the
African American community.
__ 10 I feel v rbal abus is nec ss r in order f m to fe l res ec ed outside
of the African American community.
1 1 counse ing from a ther pist, p ychol gist, r other professi l
to assist me with verbally abuse is acceptable.
2 v rbally buse o ers, b c use my father v bally abu ed m .__ 3 I cu rently r in the pas evered a romantic inti t r l ti n hip du
to verbal abuse.
4 f ie dship b cause o s one
verbally abusing me.
5 el ti ship with my fath r eca s
he verbally abused me.
6 was v r all abused y ache , i tru tor,
or administrator.
s au ed me to be to sensitiv , y r imma e.8 h l ggressive or viol nt.9 mosexu l.2 hate my fa her.
The researcher for this thesis extends his sincere appreciation for taking the time out of
your schedule to participate in this survey. Again, your name is not necessary, or
recommended for this survey.
Thanks for your cooperation!!!
Appendix B: SPSS Program
TITLE ‘ THE POST EFFECTS OF VERBAL ABUSE ON AA MALES’


























Data List will read 1 record from the command file
Variable Rec Start End Format
II) 1 1 3 F3.0
IDENTITY 1 4 4 F1.0
AGEGRP 1 5 5 F1.0
EDUC 1 6 6 F1.0
SEXUAL 1 7 7 F1.0
STATUS 1 8 8 F1.0
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Appendix B: SPSS Program continued.
CHILD 1 9 9 F1.0
FATHER 1 10 10 F1.O
MALE 1 11 11 F1.0
RESPECT 1 12 12 F1.O
OUTSIDE 1 13 13 F1.O
ASSISTME 1 14 14 F1.0
BECAUSE 1 15 15 F1.0
INTIMATE 1 16 16 F1.0
SOMEONE 1 17 17 F1.0
AUBUSED 1 18 18 F1.0
TEACHER 1 19 19 F1.O
CAUSED 1 20 20 F1.0
HOSTILE 1 21 21 F1.0
HOMOSEX 1 22 22 F1.0




IDENTITY ‘Qi What is your identity’
AGEGRP ‘Q2 What is your age’
EDUC
‘Q3 What is your level of education’
SEXUAL ‘Q4 Which best describe your sexual identity’
STATUS ‘QS What is your current resident status’
CHILD ‘Q6 I experienced verbal abuse as a child by my father’
FATHER ‘Q7 My father told me that verbally attacking a friend was acceptable’
MALE ‘Q8 My father told me that verbally abusing another male - apart ofAfrican American
RESPECT ‘Q9 I feel verbal abuse is necessary for me in order to feel respected in AA community’
OUTSIDE ‘QlO I feel verbal abuse is necessary in order to feel respected outside ofAA community’
ASSISTME ‘Qil I feel counseling from a therapist assist me with verbal abuse is acceptable’
BECAUSE ‘Q12 I verbal abuse others because my father verbally abused me’
INTIMATE ‘Q13 I currently-past severed a romantic intimate relationship due to verbal abuse’
SOMEONE ‘Q14 I currently-past severed a friendship because of someone verbally abused me’
AUBUSED ‘Q15 I currently-past severed a relationship with my father because he verbally abused
TEACHER ‘Q16 I currently-past was verbally abused by a teacher instructor or administrator’
CAUSED ‘Q17 I feel verbal abuse has caused me to be too sensitive shy or immature’
HOSTILE ‘Q18 I feel verbal abuse has caused me to be hostile aggressive or violent’
HOMOSEX ‘Q19 I feel verbal abuse has caused me to he homosexual’












Appendix B: SPSS Program continued.










































































RECODE CHILD FATHER MALE RESPECT OUTSIDE (1 THRU 2.99=2)(3 THRU 4.99=3).
RECODE ASSISTME BECAUSE iNTIMATE SOMEONE AUBUSED (1 THRU 2.99=2)(3 THRU
4.99=3).
RECODE TEACHER CAUSED HOSTILE HOMOSEX HATEMY (1 THRU 2.99=2)(3 THRU 4.99=3).
MISSiNG VALUES
IDENTITY AGEGRP EDUC SEXUAL STATUS CHILD FATHER MALE
RESPECT OUTSIDE ASSISTME BECAUSE iNTIMATE SOMEONE AUBUSED




















































































































































































































/VARIABLES IDENTITY AGEGRP EDUC SEXUAL STATUS CHILD FATHER MALE
RESPECT OUTSIDE ASSISTME BECAUSE INTIMATE SOMEONE AUBUSED
TEACHER CAUSED HOSTILE HOMOSEX HATEMY
/STATISTICS=.
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Donald Walker <opsdon~mindspring.com>
School of Social Works
Clark Atlanta University
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Dear Mr. Walker:
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